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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JOHANNESBURG 1362 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: UBC MEMBER - DAVID THEBAHALI 

1 . SOWETO UBC MEMBER DAVID THEBAHALI WHO HAS LONG RECORD OF 
SELF-PROMOTION SCHEMES, UPON RETURN TO RSA FROM RECENT VISIT 
TO US IS SPREADING STORY THAT HE SPOKE WITH STATE DEPT 
OFFICIALS, CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS, AND HAD APPOINTMENT WITH 
PRES CARTER "WHICH HAD TO BE CANCELLED". SUCH EXAGGERATION 
OBVIOUSLY INTENDED TO INFLATE THEBAHALI'S LEADERSHIP ROLE WHICH 
HAS TAKEN BUFFETING RECENTLY. BPAO ANSWERING PRESS INQUIRIES 
BY STRESSING THAT THEBAHALI'S VISIT WAS PRIVATE ONE; US 

MISSION WAS NOT ASKED AND DID NOT MAKE ANY APPOINTMENTS FOR 
HIM; AND GENERAL POLICY THAT DEPARTMENT INTERESTED IN VARIETY 
OF VIEWS ABOUT SOUTHERN AFRICA SITUATION AND THEREFORE 
GENERALLY WILLING TO DISCUSS SITUATION WITH WIDE CROSS 
SECTION OF PEOPLE. BPAO ALSO STATING THAT US MISSION 
UNAWARE OF ANY DISCUSSIONS HE MAY HAVE HAD WITH DEPT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OFFICIALS. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPT ADVISE IF THEBAHI MET WITH OFFICIALS 
AND IF SO AT WHAT LEVEL. 
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